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A Change of 
Faces in Algeria 


'T'HE RECENT OVERTHROW in 
AJgcna of Ben Bella has been calkd 
a reactionary' coup by the ’progressive 
left’ and most of the Communist parties. 
In this line-up however the Chinese seem 
to be out of step and their early recogni¬ 
tion of Colonel Houari Boumcdiemie. 
the leader, is seen as a diplomatic 
mistake and a set-back to their increasing 
influence irt Africa. 

The intemauonaJ oil companies stand 
to lose by the new Franco-Algerian oil 
dcak which is on a 50-50 basis, whereby 
a ’CO-operative association’, a state 
company, is formed by the two countries 
This of course gives the French Govern¬ 
ment a strong influence in its former 
colony. 

Whether this can be claimed to be 
the reason for the overthrow of Ben 
Belb is qucsiionabie. The Tnends of 
Algeria Commiitcc’, in their statement 
on the overthrow say that 'Two years ago 
at a similar juncture in the negotiations, 
the AJgcrian Foreign Minfster. Mr, 
KhemesiL was shoi dead by an unknown 
assassin and he w’as immediaiely replaced 
by Colonel Boumedieone’s protege, 
Bouteflika, who is noxv in power. Jt 
STjtcns nt oil * , 

iitfHlMi' COminittiee supports N^ser in 
hh present opposition to the West 
Gemran Govcfnmeni. They say that 
Bonn ’is the heir of Nazi Germany and 
her dose miliiajy alliance with Israel 
under cover of ‘Yeparmtions” is a menace 
to p^ce in the Middle East. Behind the 
present junta lurk Bonn and Wasliington*. 

This all vmdls like an explanation by 
Communisu or fdlow-iravcUcrs To 
them Ben Bella was in the Socialist camp 
and to this. Fidel Castro has added his 
piec^e He actually ended his speech with 
a piece of gixwf advice for all dictators, 
whether left, right or ^nire “If Ben 
Bella had been more ruiiilcss. he would 
sull be in pivver .Alas he was too kind.' 

However, Ben Bella practised a funny 
sort oi kindnesfi, throwing jmo prison 
and exiling any -Am of opposition 'Fhcre 


were rumours that Boumedienne was 
nest on the list and so he had to act. 

Before Algeria won its independence 
from France, this same struggle for 
power was going on. Then it was a 
struggle to eliminate other nalionalistic 
groupings. The Algerian Natjonalisi 
Mbvemem (MNA). of Messali Hadj was 
a victim and it seems that once this and 
others w'crc eliminated, the struggle for 
power was then carried on within the 
FLN itself. The recent elevation of 
BoumedienTic was a further outcome of 
this internal struggle, and with the sup¬ 
port of the security forces and the army, 
he is in a formidable position. 

Whether this change of leadership will 
bring any improvements in the social or 
econcmiic conditions of the Algerian 
people remains to be seen, but W'hal is 
uppermost in the minds of those sup¬ 
porters of the "left’ at the moment is 
w'hat w ill be I he ultimate fate of Ben 
Bella and they are calling a campaign 
for his release. Fair enough, but I do 
not recall them agitating for the release 
of the victims of Ben Bella. 

77rc WYcjt. wliich is a News analysis 
for Socialists, says in an article by Pat 
Xiirdup^ '^c must campamn for the re-_ 
leave dr Ben Bella T this is hot merely aT 
humanitarian move or the saving of a 
great revolutionary; Ben Bella can act 
as the focal point for a revival of the 
left in the Algerian Revolution’. 

How cynical can you get. i should 
have thought that humanitarian reasons 
were enough for a release campaign. 
While we as Anarchists can Join with 
'socialists' in support of freedom from 
colonial powers, we should disassociate 
ourselves from their support of the 
'socialist tendencies' in tlte emerging 
Governmenis, who after all only take 
over from the colonial powers, Tlie 
struggle for real independcncc for the 
people does not end at this point and 
they must continue in opposition to these 
new rulers 

P.T. 


IN COMMENTING m the go-slow 
^ laclics of ihe Southern Region 
railwaymen* and proposals for strike 
action, politicians, journalists and 
even Mr. Sidney Greene, the NUR 
secretary, have brought out the old 
bogey of imminent ^anarchy*. The 
railmen have a claim oumanding 
for a ihree guinea i- week bonus 
payment, and a committee repre¬ 
senting British Rati the unions 
have been discussing it for nine 
months. It happens that in ibis in¬ 
dustrial dispute, pretty well every¬ 
one, including the cupUalisl press 
and the Orpington Railway Users 
Association, agrees that the claim 
is completely jusiifted. and ihe only 
reason it isn't paid is bureaucratic 
muddle. It seems therefore, that 
what the Southern Region ts suffer* 
ing from is not anarchy but govern¬ 
ment! 

A dispute on a public service 
offers a particular challenge to 
socialists, anarchist-^ and eom- 
munisls. To the firsi group for in- 
siance. ii should cause some con¬ 
cern that Clause 4. nationalisation 
and even a Labour Government 
cannot provide either a satisfactory 
train service or a work relationship 
satisfactory' to the workers in it. 
even in an undertaking where there 
is clearly no need to make a busi¬ 
ness-like profit. The reactions of 
the socialists vary from groups like 
The Week fout of power) who be¬ 
lieve in workers' '.Dntrol within 
nationalisation, lo the outbursts of 
Wilson and Gunter fin power) on 
the wickednc.ss of direct aciion. 

In di.scuRsirig tuvW joc^logical 
questions in the seiTmg^of Vs^cittc 
strike action, I do not wi^h to 
blur the issues, since anarchists are 
unreservedly on the side of the 
workers and ordinary travellers, and 
against the managers, union leaders 
and officials, and would be glad to 
see more militant action of this 
kind, strengthened by being more 
consciously planned and organized 
However, it has been a iradition of 
the movcmcni to link specilic 
struggles with the social movement 
as a w'hole. and unlike the Observer 
and similar papers, we are not 
thinking in terms of a ""national in¬ 
comes policy', ai least not the way 
the politicians mean. 


IS AN ELECTION NECESSARY? 


ASH- Wl h^idn'l gui «nug^h ! roubles 
uc arc giveri iss ru> of hope from 
lime lO unic the prospect of iuj impend- 
ini; election which, wc arc luJd, will 
cii^rtge Lhe udrninistritlion and solve ;dJ 
our problcrm. When the mcnibcr for 
Auchtcrmudnie go%- down with ilic 
gripes hope ipotiys ctcrn4J liiid III*: 
marginal ejections huve the ncwi- 

pjperjt sitlinir on the cd|fc ot Ihcir^ Phi'- 
arc hiilched lo ovenhfuw ibe govcfniiienl 
(quile democruiiciiLUy ol courseb The 

opposition pUy^- Yops itnd robber^', ilie 
gtivernmenl plays Vflwbpy^ and Indians' 
The cidcuirii of u semi-colon in The 
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Fmiincc Bill caJis Jurfh crii^ of Yo*ign’ 
while the retention of a comma rn the 
iiimc bill IS 11 vote of confidence in the 
pulley of Hcf Majesty's Goveromeiu. 

Wc jj-c not mudly keen, to say the 
about the present govern me ni but 
the prospect of an election tills us with 
Aljrni and despondency. That bacchana- 
liii of bunkum, that orgy of Jkmileni 
oratory, that ^ui|;c of synlhcUe pap- 
)>ediii|t, iliiil plethiira of palpably on- 
JutfiUabk promise- that den unci a turn of 
dcxj>;t.abk ff^Kair by despicable rascals 
for despicable rafecuh whicJi «furiri|E eke 
tion.s never M:emt lo pernih from lhe 
e.ifilr the all. oi Ihe TV Sifecn fills u.ii 
wnh dismay line enfiense ol ellon in a 
waste ol sJiame is perhaps taiipiifi|j hiii 
»s a really iiceev^ry? 

Nie birsi leovcrrmieiU’ we are ansiircil 
by .mardiist ihcinctiuans 'ri ihai whnh 
governs least' If that is the rhe 

guvcrnnienl of Harold Wtlson is ihe tiest 
government we liavc had. or al least, 
have Kot I lieif tHilicy of masterly in- 
.uiivtty seems preferable to the manic 
iciivity which veems lo be the only 
alfernative I hat i»uch inactivity is noi 
o( I hell choice ts a fact which does not 
fwsouiid to then credit They puim to 
thou viiuili maji^rity. ihetr Imaiicial de- 
(leudeitcc on Ihe Anicileans, then niililary 
dependence on Nato, their moral dejHmd 
ericc on the Western way of life, their 
dtilies lo the left-wnin o( their party, 
ihcii ifytjes lo I he right-wing of their 
party. 


First of all, there are some under* 
takings which cannot be carried 
out on a human scale. If there had 
been workers' control in ancient 
E^pi they W'ould never have built 
the pyramids. The idea of a mas¬ 
sive nietropoU.s surrounded by dor¬ 
mitory suburb.s. each inhabited by 
a particular income level, and lhe 
necessity for commuter travelling, 
can only exist in an unfree society. 
Any group of people, railw'avmen 
or travellers, who stand out and 
say. if society is going to be like 
Ihis wc are not going to be the ones 
who suffer from it, are completely 
justified and if enough people take 
that line, it could cause enough 
pressure for the sociological trend 
to be reversed, and not accentuated 
as in the South-East Development 
Plan. 

Secondly* ihe dispute brings inio 
relief one of the anarchist argu¬ 
ments against any form of economic 
differentials between workers, and 
consequerttly against the wages 
system by which these are effected. 
The moLormen have to work a 
.seven-day week for C18-CI9, at a 
tiring and demanding job* Yet when 
they lake action for more pay they 
are abused by business men who 
would think themselves badly 
treated if they got twice as much 
for five days, and grumble because 
their lunches are not Lax free any 
more* No doubt the travellers in¬ 
clude useful and useless people, 
workers and parasites, like any sec¬ 
tion of mankind, but in the present 
situation, none of them could carry 
out iheir work if it were noi for the 
services of the raihvaymen, Wnai 
reason therefore, is there that the 
railw'ay w'orkers, whatever their 
particular job* should gel a penny 
less ihan the fattest businessman in 
Orpington? Far from asking too 


much, the workers as usual are 
demanding far too little. 

Thirdly, it is of some interest 
that the people in Orpington have 
formed themselve.s into a Railway 
Users Association* which show’s 
that they realise tha importance of 
looking after their own interests and 
not leaving it to their elected re¬ 
presentative, even when he is a 
Liberal. It seems possible that 
groups of this kind could become 
sounding boards for groups of re¬ 
actionaries to attack the unions and 
workers, or could provide construc¬ 
tive ideas* and function in co-opera¬ 
tion w’ith workers' organisations to 
w'ork out a mutually satisfactory 
transport service. Ii is this kind of 
loose organisation set up for a par¬ 
ticular purpose. Forming links with 
other groups operating in related 
fields* which anarchists envisage as 
the ba.sis for organisation in society 
when W'e have got rid of the slate 
and its authoritarian inefficiency. 
Are any readers in a position to 
make the libertarian view' heard in 
groups like these* or can anyone 
give an account of their activities? 

l.astly, a suggestion to ease the 
inconvenience to the travel ling 
public, about which so many croco¬ 
dile tears are shed by press and 
polilician.s* Obviously this does not 
apply to people like hospital wor¬ 
kers who feel an obligation to be 
at their jobs, but now that so much 
is heard of the growing power of 
the white collar unions, wiiy not 
a UR lied declaration I ha I everyone 
in ca pi tali SI or government offices 
is going to leave home at the usual 
unic and get home ai 
time. Strikes are direeled against 
the slate and the bosses, not against 
the people. Let us make sure that 
they hit the right target. 

PH 


GommunistDefence Minister 
Sanctions Attack on Hanoi 


But what we had thought to be a 
King Stork turns our to be a King Log. 
Tho&c who had hoped for a government 
which would give u moral lead to the 
world (like a doglj, would solve its 
balance of payment probkms, would 
step up produciion and would harmonize 
lhe micresrs of Capiial lo make as much 
money as possible and of Labour to do 
die same, ufc disappointed—well ihcy 
mi gin he) 

Sir Alec, by xhc way, does rmi seem 
overkcen lo gnuip I lie feigiiii of power 
lo give a nuTial lead fo die wni-y, eteclcru 
He has had some, and ii is duiihlful 
fhat ftc ril he could get ihc elecloraie lo 
dishiigiush ami if dicy wanied lo dis^ 
Ungui>ih between ills bi.uiil A joid Mr. 
Wihiiri'a biiiml Uh couhl solve the 
Indaticc ol payment |ii'i]h|)*inH eicetera. 

Ad he could do would he lo change 
the image, he would la.sli us wnh Ihc 
whip of disiidlaliiin. r.oher ihari ihc 
Kci»rpnim ol inflaiion. iind chaogc very 
link only tu remain jtni ihe 

So wh> un elccliim? “In change ihc 
mailefs jh not to become free.’ 

TH 


SI IIM lillll FOIt A I kll NlI 

Do you know a ivolciiiial subscriber? 
Send ui^ Jive sluhuigs and w^e will 
l’kniM.iM and A^^Akrin fur iwo 
mumhs. xiiyhig dial it dimes ai yotir 
suggestion 


^NE HAS LONG learned lo be wary 
of lhe Communists and their fellow^ 
iravdlcrs so ii came as no surprise when 
the Com mil tec for Peace in Vietnam 
talk-in was made an occasion for a 
iainenttibk display of Amcikan bailing. 
Badges displayed read 'Hands off Vietnam' 
in bold Idlers and in smaller letters 
above this 'UNITED STATES'. Accord¬ 
ing lo Edgar P. Voung in the Duity 
Worker, these budges are issued by the 
British Vietnam Committee. 

It has not always been obvious that 
lhe Communists were inlcresied in the 
welfurc of the peoples of Vielnam, conu; 
to ihat. not even of the people of Hanoi, 
who now daily decorate the Workers 
front page wilh heroic poses of defiance. 

'He whiY dtK's not remember his lory is 
coiidcinncti lo rerxnd it’* VN'c may not 
have forgotten the beirayals of Kruti- 
stuvil and M.thkno. the tciror of Iktrcc- 
hma, and liie slaughieri^ of Bodapesi, 
but ^Uidy ol lhe history of Vieinam 
l>iings to light other betrayals which 
shonki not he forgoucii. 

C*n hi unary 22* 1947; willi die iiisliilla 
lion ot V^incenl Ainiol as lirsi PiesidciU 
ol I riMUc'.s I oiirth HepuhUc. the Com* 
oiiinisis look live seals in the Cabinet 
ol Premier Kamiiilici. t hey were: 
Maurice I bore/ (lhe wdhknown de- 
serier)* Vice Premier; Til Ion. Uecon- 
siruction: Cioizat. laiboui and Social 
Services; Marram?. Pobiic Health iind 
Populaiioo (!); and Biltous, Naiional 
Defence. I'lie Defence Minisiry was to 
LO-ofJinule Ihc nunistiies of War* Navy 
and Air. who were rdl noti-commimists. 

It is iruc that this coalition did noi Iasi 
long die comnumista rewgned on April 
SO, 1947 hut Ibeii, French govcrnmcntiit 
weicrr't lasting long in ihosc days I 

Bill ns far as Vietnam wns concerned, 
those were importiim days. With The 


defeat of the Japanese in 1945* the 
Vietnamese who had been ruled by the 
Japanese on behalf of Vichy France* 
wished to be indcjjendent. In 1945 Ho 
Chi Minh hud forced the abdication of 
Bao Dai. ihc French-Japanesc puppeh 
but the British decided that the Briiish 
should be responsiblfl for disarming the 
Japanese sooth of the l6Lh parallel and 
the Chinese for disarming the Japanese 
in the North. The British Commander 
in Siiigon declared martial law and used 
Japanese troops to maintain law and 
order agamsi the Vict-Minh who were in 
control of the city. 

The British relcnscd French mitiinry 
forces who had been interned and dis¬ 
armed by lhe Japanese, and gave them 
pcmiisston 10 attack lhe Vict-Minh, A 
s^i null la neons uUack was made by Chiung 
Kai-Shek's forces in the North, 

However* these attacks failed and on 
March h* 3 946, an agreemeni was 
reached at Fontainebleau giving the 
prospect of Victnumese jfidLgovernment 
in five years* In December 1946 the 
French who had b<cn olfcring constant 
provocMkions aihicked several tosvns and 
presenied the Vietnam Democratic 
(iovemment with an ultimatum. This 
was The point at winch M. Rnmadier 
took over. 

There was no radical change of policy 
for on February 10 the French relieved 
Hni and on February' !4, with no doubt 
the approval of the splendid Maurice 
and under lhe chairmanship of M. 
Hillou:?* French forces attacked Hanoi, 
They altacked with strong air support and 
afier heavy artillery preparation, attacked 
in strength against the nationalist forces 
(Vici-Minh) at Hanoi with lhe aim of 
relieving Ihc garrison there (w'hich had 
been be.siegcd since December 19) and 
Contmund on page 2 
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Espotr 6d„ Le Combat Syndicalist 6d., 
Lmbml !■'-* Industrial Worker (US) 4d. 
Postage extra in all cases. 


SECONDHAND 

The Art of Love and Sane Sex Living, 
A. P Pillay 17/6; Moon's Farm, Herbert 
Read 5/-; Lectures and F^ssays, Roben 
G. Ingersoil (3 vols.) 10/6 set; The Peck* 
ham ExperimenL Innes H, Pcarse and 
Lucy H. Crocker 3/- (paper); The Auto¬ 
biography of a German Rebel, Toni 
Serder 4/-; The Rape of the Masses, 
Serge Chakotin 4/6; The Crowd in Peace 
and War, Martin Conway 5/-; Economics 
for the Evasperated^ Gordon Raitray 
Taylor 4.'-; Can Parliament Survive? 
Christopher Hollis 3/6; The First Easter 
Dawn, C, T, Gorham 5/-I The Fxronomy 
of Abundance, Stuart Chase 5/-; The 
Water-Cress Girl, H, E. Bates 4,-; 
Neurotic Distortion of the Creative Pro¬ 
cess, LawTcnoe S, Kltbie (Limp) 6/-; The 
Causes of Worfd War Three, C Wrrght 
Mills (ex-library) 3/-, 
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Vol 2 1952; Postscript to Posterity 
Voi 3 1953: ColonlaUsrrj Jn Inal 
Vol 4 1954. Living on a Volcano 
Vol 5 1955; The Immoral Moralists 
Vol 6 1956. Oil and Troubled Watera 
Vol 7 1957: Ycur One—Spumik Era 
Vol R 1958: Socialism m a Wheelchair 
Vol 9 1959: PrinL Press & Public 
Vol 10 I960: The Tragedy of Africa 
Vol II I9f*l: The People in fbe Street 
Vol 12 1962: PiJkingion v. Beechmg 
Vol 13 1963: Purees of Law and Order 

Each volume: paper 7/6 cloih lb/6 
The paper edition of the Seleciious t 
available to readers ol l'HEI-D(lM 
5/6 pu3i free 


ADLAI STEVENSON-PARAGON 


OF OOUBLETHINK 


A DLAI STEVENSON belonged to the 
category of the Great Liberal Spokes¬ 
man. Like Henry Wallace and Mrs. 
Roosevelt before hrm, be was of mestim- 
able value in ensnaring for the US 
government that docile herd of schizo¬ 
phrenic Liberals in which that country 
so peculiarly abounds. The Liberal 
Leader, an institution in contemporary 
politics, is a left cover for a government 
which w’hile it is engaged in domestic 
and international atrocities with its 
strong right band, isn^t particularly 
imeresied in what its left hand is doing. 
It does like to know’ it is there. 
Conversely, American Liberals are so 
hung up on the highly circumscribed 
activities of their crippled left hand (the 
genuine, old-fashioned Liberal has been 
nearly extinct in the US for many 


rpHE YEARS DEAL harshly with the 
^ impassioned gc.sture. That single 
moment of protest when one defied the 
gods in a dozen lines of doggerel or with 
an angry brush become the forgonen 
ephemera of history to be pawed and 
rejected by the dusty scholars who codify 
our tears and laughter within the pigeon 
holes of iheir sterile libraries. And what 
will escape their grey fingers? Nought 
but the talent of the artist who, while 
weeping with his age, can iranscend the 
prison of the years and offer each new 
spawned generation a window' on tlie 
past and a mirror of the future. So let 
us honour with our presence those who 
protest the condition of our time but 
never let us delude ourselves, that there 
is ought worth saving, for while we of 
The banner hungry mob flow through 
the Royal streets roaring our slogans, 
the sculptor and the painter protest in 
their own fashion and while their trivia 
may swell the chorus of revolt, it 
should die with ihe echoes of the passing 
columns. When we assemble to march 
again, new banners must be raised lo 
voice the old anger but the ancient rages 
lhai twisted the poet's heart will still be 
hanging dead and emasculated upon the 
pretty wall of some pretty flat though the 
curtains will be drawn to hide the faces 
of the disenchanted marching by. 

There, within the basement of Belter 
Books at 94 Charing Cross Road, is the 
work of ^roitp h. It sickens and dis¬ 
gusts for there within this grimy cellar *s 
evil personified. Haul it into the light 
of day and it becomes as nothing. Trans¬ 
late it as has happened so many times 
into The fashionable whore house 
galleries of Bond Street and it will only 
amuse, the tamed revolu(ionary barking 
to please the monied mob^ but house it 
in (he silence of this dark and empty 
cellar and these fumblmg make-pieces 
of wire, wadding and day, become the 
visible manifestation of the dark side of 
the souk 

M this darkness is Bruce Lacey's 
'War Time Marriage", still copulating 
in their bridal bath of shii. Nuttairs 


decades) that ibey entertain a sanguinary 
and myopic view of those government 
activities which fail to conform to their 
more academic aod humane auiiudc 
towards the funct toning of the Republic, 
A most convenient asset, this Adlai 
Stevenson. 

He was a critic of the regime only 
during his presidential campaigns when 
it was politic to attack opposition panics 
and candidates. He lost the presidency 
twice and this should have left him more 
free. Oddiy, ii made him less so and 
ukimatcly, possibly, killed him. .Although, 
unlike Wallace, Stevenson appeared to 
be immune to fellow-traveller ideology 
as he altered from criticizing to defending 
the regime, his anti-Russian senuments, 
frequently expressed at the United 
Nations, caused him to be indisunguisb- 


taliy models spawn into elephantine bac¬ 
teria no longer amusing, for this is the 
world in which they breed while Warren's 
military pniniings have the grotesque 
and marbled beauty of fresh death. Yet 
by an inversion of values the work of 
Cobbing's and Themerson are out of 
place in this wjiless world. CompetenL 
cold, and of a delicate beauty, they be¬ 
long to the subworld above the stairs 
away from this manifesto, not of protest, 
but of a clinical analysis of your world. 

.And in the basement of the New 
Vision Gallery, a mincing trot across 
Mayfair, at 4 Seymour Pkee, W.L Glyn 
Hughes adds his Welsh cry for the 
misery of those who bleed and die in 
Cyprus. His scabs of peeling unvar¬ 
nished colours complement the time and 
the district for Hughes s abstracts are but 
the broken walls of any cottage in any 
murdered village. Crude in its technical 
realization, unsophisticated in its dia¬ 
logue, it echoes the printed photographs 
of the world's misery. 

Yet there is little market for a too 
visual interpretation of human agony as 
Jorge CHStillo hu& £mihd. ink and 

watercolour dron ings, a I the Brook 
Street Gallery, at 24 Brook Street, W.l, 
have failed to amuse the Ittmt tnonde 
and their sticky fingers failed to uncurl 
from their wallets. While Bacon amused 
them with his version of agony as an 
abstraction, Castillo has ignored the 
ethics of the trade by placing ii within 
the framework of our raw and bleeding 
age. Bleak and honest as a Goya etch¬ 
ing, the drawings of this Spanish artist 
reduces man to the frightened insignifi¬ 
cance of trapped vermin. Like Kafka's 
K his figures stumble across his sheets 
of grey paper imprisoned in a mindless 
world that they refuse to challenge for 
all doors lead but to another room in 
Caslillo's empty hell. 

But in the cloistered calm of the 
Fraser Gallery at 69 Duke Street, W.L 
Jim Dine's blows a series of gentle and 
aesthetic farts for the approval of the 
critics, the plaudits of the pseudo intelli¬ 
gentsia and the dealer's art happy bank 


able from a Communist renegade. 

The only major office he held was as 
Governor of Illinois. For the rest he 
was able to contnbute (during the several 
presidencies of Eisenhower, Truman, 
Kennedy and Johnson) chit-chat, some¬ 
times witty, occasionally banal, increas¬ 
ingly psychotic, and always absurd in 
its degree of ineffeauality, as his govem- 
menr continued committed to its 
activities in Hiroshima, Korea, Bay of 
Pigs. Vietnam. One quote should be 
sufficient for this iasti it comes from his 
last speech: 

'My hope in Vietnam is that resist¬ 
ance there may establish the fact that 
changes m Asia are not to be precipitated 
by outside force. This was the point of 
the Korean war, this is the point of the 
conflict in Vietnam.' 

Alas, poor Stevenson! Brainwashed 
into Bedlam with the rest of the power 
politicians and he never really made it. 
The only appealing thing about him is 
that coming fas did Kennedy, who corn- 


balance. This leather booted, balding 
son of Cincinnati is accepted as the 
Daddy of the .America.n ‘created’ 
Happening, that kosher version of the 
proletarian Candid Camera and here is 
Dine's London ddbut, wall wise. Against 
a background of crudely drawn subject 
mailers he has hung variou.s object 
trouve. For example, with Briiish loyx 
(£i pic fit re of Afary Qurmi}. he has hung 
a dress onto the canvas and with My 
TtiXi'dQ Makes and Impresses Biuni Edf*e 
To (he Lighf, he has (you guessed 1) 
hung a coat and trousers onto the canvas 
while at the same time extending the 
area of the canvas, space wise, into the 
gallery by placing a pair of shoes upon 
the floor before the canvas and in its 
harmless fashion it amuses. 

Yet in London There is an exhibition 
of paintings by those who seek neither 
public applause nor privaie gain, for at 
the Quantas Art Gallery at 57 Piccadilly, 
WJ, the National Society for Menially 
Handicapped Children js holding its 1965 
international Exhibiiion. Here is work 
by those who are mentally handicapped 
and in the main it is what one would 
expecu It is the imitive and garish style 
of painting that one encounters in so 
many e.xhibitions of work by extremely 
young and talented children but flowering 
among These works are those paifitmgs 
thai can stand comparison with the w'ork 
of any competent tramed adulL Jargen 
K., chronological age 16, mental age 9, 
offers a strongly drawn Klee type pen 
sketch, Bobbie van de B. (c.a, 12. m.a. 
5) has created a three dimensional ab¬ 
stract of loose tw-ine that would not be 
out of place wiehin any small Bond 
Street gallery, Ian M. (c.a. 12, i.q, 40), 
has produced’^a geometrical abstract that 
mainiains its colour balance throughout. 
Derek H. (c.a. 17, m.a. 5) must surely 
win the palm, for hh expressionist ab- 
slracLion of lilting wisps of passive 
colours must surely live on when these 
walls have, of necessity, become empty. 
Somew'here in this gallery there is a 
moral or a lesson or a thesis, yet why 
disturb this quiet beauty that these quiet 
people have produced for their happi- 
nes.s and pleasure demands no rationali¬ 
zation. 

.AW tHUR MO’i'SE. 
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VERNON RILHARIIS 
Matiiteslli■ Hr Life anu Idca^ 

doih 21.*: p^per 10/6. 
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Anarchy Paper 1/- 
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ABC of Anarchiim paper 2^6 

HEIRBERI RIvAII 

Poetry Sl Anirchiiui paper 2/6 

ALMX f OMI OK I 
Delmquency 6d 

PAUL tl i/.BAf ilLH 
AnarchwiJ (Seven f-Xpoticniii ol Ihr 
Anarchiit Hhik»v(tphvT cloih 

RUDOIJ^ ROC kfcJi 

National i&m urid C'tiUuit 
doth 2L^ 

iARf.ES MAKlis 
’ >wardi a StHnelv I 6 

HEW> rSDN 

r 'Health. Po^cru and itie Siaic 
cloth 2/6 p«r«f L- 
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Nineteen-Seventeen ( I hr HtibiNiaii 
Revolution Betrayed! cloth 12/6 
The Unknown Revolution 
(KromUdi I92L Ukraine l9|g.2U 
doth 12/6 

E, A, GUTKIND 

The Expanding Hnvrjonmeni 

^Umitr&ted) boards 6/6 

GEORGE EARRFTT 
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London Anarchist Group 1 &2 

‘Lamb and Flag*. Rose Street, off Garrick 
Street London. W.C2. (Leicester Square 
tube! 7-45 p.m All welcome. 

Sundays 

July 25 lurk Robimou 
Pacifism and Anarchism 

Aug. J ‘Whisper and Sfauul' 

(All evening o| pi>eiry- lorn Mctiraih, 
Mary Hornm, Dennis Goutd and olhersj 

Aug. 6 Arthur Howr 

the IfampsUrad Road Rent Strike 

Aug- IS ilonald Rinjurii 

Dtt; C hallenor C ase Re eAauiincd 

Public Meeiingi every Sunday Hyde Park 
3 p.m. Correspondence lo J Rely, H) 
Gilbert place, WCM. 


NOrnNG Ifll J A N A R r' H t B r 
f-KOUr. SecreUiry NHAG. fist J, 
5 Culvrlk Houie, London, WH 
Mcelingi 2nd iod 4l>i 'fhuriday of each 
month il above addrexs 


OFF'GENTRE LONDON 

DISCUSSION MEETINGS 

3rd Wodne«rluy of each monrh at lick 
Robmeon and Mary ( umpu a. 21 Rum 
bold Kd.. S W6 (off Kitig'i Rd.), S pm 
Ijifct riiuj-.yluy in munih: At Geoige 
Hayes174 McUod Road, S.E 2. 

Iod Friday at Brian l.ealie’i, 242 Amas- 


ANARCHIST FEDERATION 
OF BRITAIN 

Co-ordinating Secretary: Frank Hirsh- 
fidd, 4 Albert St, London. N.W.L 


RE6I0NAL FEDERATIONS 
AND GROUPS 

BIRMINGHAM ANARimST CROUF. 

Details of meetings from Peter NerviUe, 
12 South Grove, Brdington, B'htna, 23. 

imiSTOl. FFDEltATION. Enquiries to 
John Coveney, 12 Norma nton Road* 
CJiflon, Bristol, U, 

{ ARIIJI I ANARtHIST GRCkUP, Con- 
lact Mike Crowley, WhiUiker Koad. 
I remorfii. Car dill 

DUNDEP ConlttCl Mike 

Mallet, 20 Suuih Geurge Street, Dundee 
Meclinga Saturdays 2 p m 
F1HNBUHCI1 ANAHfTIISl GKOUP, 
Meci Iminighily Sinr Bar. Norihum- 
hcrlund Plucc, Mondays 7.^0 pm 
Correspitudcnce ui D [runiiin. 13 
NorihumtierlunU Street, Edinburgh. 3. 
Id WAVerley 7459 


bury Avenue, S W 2 (SlrcHlham Hill, 
Nr Stationk 

3rd Friday of cjjch nionrh at 8 p m. at 
Donald trene Kooiim's, Mfla Fellows 
Road. Swiss Cutiage, N.W.3, 

1 irni yiid third Tuesday o( every month 
4i N p,m. Arthur Ulolh's, 30 Arundel 
Giirdens, W, 11, (Top bell.) 


GLASGOW ANARCHIST GROUP. 

Correspondence: Joe Embkion, 11 Balliol 
Street, Glasgow', C.3. 

Meetings at Horseshoe Bar, Drury Street, 
Tuesdays at 8 p.m. 

MANCflESTER & SAITDRD ANAR¬ 
CHIST GROUP* For information con¬ 
tact c/d 4 Ouse Sf., Wcastet Salford S. 
Lancs. Open air meetings Sundays at 
Old Shamble, Victoria St. at S pm. 
iKLtDOM selling Saturday afternoon, 
Central Library. 

OFF-CENTRE DLSCTISSJON GROUP. 
Every Wcdnc.Nday at Jack GeraghtyX 8 
York Road. Manchester, 21. 
MF.RSEVSIDE F E l> £ K A T1 O N . 
Enquiries: Barbara Renshaw, 4 Clarence 
Road, Devonshire Park, Birkenhead, 
f'hcsliirc. 

ORPINGTON ANARf lllSr GROUP. 
Knock holt. Nr Sevenaakn, Kent. Every 
mn weeks al Green ways, Knctckholt. 
Phone: Knockholt 2316. Brian and 
Maureen Richardson. Next meeting 
Aiigusi I tSunday) 5 p.m. 

OXFORD ANARLHIST GROUP. Con¬ 
tact H G Mel lor, Merlon College, 
Ojiford 

SURREY ANARCHISTS are invited to 
meetings on ihc first Thursday of every 
month at Chris Torrance's (63 North 
Street, Carshallon. Surrey—please ring 
three times) and on the Ird Thursday of 
every month at M. Dykes, S Court Drive, 
Sutton, Surrey. Both meetings 7.30 p.m. 
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Tho attack on Hanoi 

Coi»ti»u*d from pof* 1 

rcMoring French control. Severe oppos^ 
lion wa- encountered to which the Frcnvh 
infantry supported by tankv and para- 
troops, had in many chives to fight iheir 
way into the city hou^ by houve and 
street by ureet; that part of the city 
occupied by the NaiionaJistv wav Mib- 
tected to a number of low-kvet !iirafin| 
attack ^ by French aircraft u^ng 200 lb. 
bombs. On February 19 i( w,#- ofliciaJty 
announced that all nationalist revistance 
had ceased, that the garrison had been 
relieved, that French troops were in cofi- 
trcl of the whole city and that the Viet¬ 
nam forces hud ceased fire after suffer¬ 
ing heavy cusvialties, l^rge pnrti of 
Hanoi had been reduced to ruin^ in the 
two months’ siege and the final battle 
During all this permd iht Vietnumoe 
were oflering (over their radio) to nego- 
liiiLe with France, 

On March 5 the French appointed a 
new High Commissioner. On March I, 
M Ramadier Linnounced that the Vicl- 
num problem was no longer ‘military' 
but ‘poliiiair and on April 20 martial 
law and censorship were lilted through¬ 
out Tonking and North Amman. On 
May 25 ncgoiiulions were opeticd for a 
cessation of hosiilitiev. 

The Communist ministers were removed 
by decree from the Ramadier govern- 
mcm on April 30, 1947. This was not, 
as might be iudged from their attitude 
today, on .i protc^l in ihe name of 
humanity for the Vietnamese people but 
on the issue of the Communist support 
for striking Rcmuilt workers. 

In all this there \\ no sign of ihc 
pacifism, humunilnrianism or liberalism 
for which the Communists have proved 
from lime to time that they have an 
overwhelming contempt. Such cam¬ 
paigns that they support as the pre^mi 
'Peace in Vietnam' ihey support, as Lenin 
said of their support of democracy, 'as 
the rope supports a hanged man'. 


Jack Rohtnson. 
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SOITHALL ANARCHIST GROLT, 
Get in touch with Roger Sandell, ^8 
Burns Avenue, Southall. Middlesex. 


PROPOSED GROUPS 

HtST KENT LIBERTARIAN ALLI- 

ANCE, Anybody interested contact Peter 
L Clarke. The George. Frani. Sussex. 

NORTHOLT ANARCHISTS. Projected 
formation of group contact Jim Huggon, 
173 fCLngshill .Avenue, NortholL Middle¬ 
sex or Miss Jean McLean, 6 Epsom Close, 
Northolt Park, Middlesex. 

NORTH-WEST ESSEX. Close to W. 
Suffolk. S.E. Cambs. and N.E Herts. 
Contact Robert Barit rop. The Old 
Vicarage, Rad winter, near Saffron 
Walden, 

HVLL & YORKSHIRE (Ea$f RidiugK 
Anyone interested in forming anarchist 
group contact R, A, Baker, 6 The Oval, 
Chestnut Avenue, Willerby, E. Yorka. 
Phone: Hull 58543. 

SUNDERLAND (Co, Durham). Pro¬ 
posed Anarchist Discussion Group, (Syo- 
dtea 1 ists wclcome) at Geoff. Edwards, 
‘Side House', St. Ceorge‘s Terrace, Roker, 
Sunderland, Co Durham 


NEW ZEALAND, Auckland Anarchist 
Group. Public Meetings every Sunday 
in Myers Park at 2 p.m. 





































Windy, fly-blown 
yet immaculate 

A gain and again y^u fea^i your 

readers on 4i bant^uei of lush- 
soimdtng genera lilies which, whilst doubl- 
kss as admirable as any other brand of 
moraJ-cum^political pfaiitudinising. leaves 
us all equally up in the air and equally 
without a focal point for action. 

Not once do you attempt to suggest 
how masses of people trapped in the 
destructive and self-defeating values of 
our decaying social organisations can 
escape from them. Not once do you 
aiiempi to suggest in any detail the kind 
of social order that can be controlled 
by ail the people, and half the time you 
seem to be tn-ing to get by with an 
evasive assumption that if we all become 
pals and brothers together, the problems 
of social structure and social organisa¬ 
tion will somehow solve themselves, if 
they need to be solved at all! 

T am sorry’ to sound uncharitable but 
I think whilst you continite with this 
kind of approach anarchism will con¬ 
tinue to be a quaint and very' minute 
minority cause until (he end of time. 

In a libertarian society there w'ill 
doubtless continue to be members who 
are sick in body or mind and who will 
want treatment, often highly skilled and 
specialisL Whether you welcome this 
or noU the fact is that such fact Lilies 
and service will nequirc organisation, and 
organisation of any size requires a 
bureaucrac)' to run it. The same is true 
of railw-ays, telephones, public utilities, 
and Ihc vast, complex range of activities 
in the mass-production market place. 
How do w'e stop these bureaucracies 
becoming bureaucratic? 

I write this after reading your editorial 
of July 10, 'Soda! ism Must be a 
Movement of the People'. That sounds 
fine, even if the Labour Party and the 
Communist Party have been parroting it 
for about half a century. But w’hat does 
it mean? You caiigatc both these patties 
for failing to sec the inhereni historical 
tendencies in any mass party towards 
oligarchy and worse* without acknowledg¬ 
ing any obligation of your own to spell 
out your own forms of organisation so 
that they wUl avoid this fate. 

For example, it seems to me at any 
rate, that the question of scale and size 
is absolutely crucial lo any discussion of 
popular control of any form of orgaoi- 
sauon. Yet never once do you see the 
ncccss:r ol miikin^even a passing refer- 

We can accept That a w'orkshop of tO 
:ti 20 men can be a human dominated 
unit of production* if only because the 
workers are in a personal relationship 
to each other and will normally show a 
cor res ponding concern for each other's 
well-being (I am assuming this concern 
will not be frustrated, as it so often is 
ioda>. by market forces and other pres¬ 
sures J. 

Equally, we may see that a workshop 
of L(KK> or 20*D0O workers will nor be 
a human-dominated unit, but ihai it 
will be las indeed h h) dominated by 
!-■-ors of technoJogy and capital owner¬ 
ship or manipulation and cortsidcratron 
Of -iUiie power and the like. We may 
make all the at umpiion wt like about 
abolishing governmenis. abolishing 
private j-*ipiiaL and abolishing all the 
baser aspects of ordinary human frailty* 
but wc are still Jeff with ihis question of 
size .md the confljci in large units of 
produciion between efUcjency in techno¬ 
logical icrur and =rflicicncy as measured 
in ;rfmK (»r popular *^ntrol. 

Quite vicaiiy at somt- *tage In the 
procc>-?. mI growth latter becomes 

: nfit^d lo the former, Bui what pre- 
' I rly it That ' Wliat ri f^ci* in 

cif responsive populaf C4mtroJ. i 4 
the ikpiimum nze of a unit id prrxluc 
lion? Or for ilut rnulicf ol a ^uii 
mundyVV\ doiri knov. , nd wc 't 
Knou rlit an^wc^- to a wTiok tut of 
vmipJar que-iiori; because wlw vc 


scarctly reached the stage of d»arh 
formulating ihem and scarcely anyone is 
doing any research on them, 

If you could devote some editorials 
to this kind of theme it is possible we 
might be able to formulate an ideology 
presenting a genuine challenge to the 
powers and dangers confronting us, for 
in ultimate terms the real corridors of 
power arc still in the human mind. 

But windy editorials, immaculate 
principles, flyblown slogans and a per¬ 
vasive air that all outstanding problems 
can be comfonably settled over a pint 
of hitler at the 'Lamb and Flag' is 
unlikely to make a deni anywhere, 
LofKittfi. 5lt 5 JoitN PAPworni* 

No hangovers please! 

Dear Editors, 

Jdrg Christian Fa user takes me to task 
for not stating in my article on Marxism 
that living standards have risen in lands 
where Communist governments have 
come to power, I don't deny it but, 
then, living standards are higher still in, 
say, America and West Germany. Should 
1 then write favourably of the social 
systems of those countries? And since 
when have anarchists measured sodctics 
by their standards of living and not by 
the degree of liberty and happiness of 
the people* sshich depend to only a 
slight extent on the physical standard of 
living? 1 write these words, not as a 
prosperous bourgeois anarchist as J.C.F. 
thinks, hut from a liny village where I 
live at a standard far, far below' the 
average of West Germany. 

1 also agree with him that there is a 
lot of idealism and courage in the Com¬ 
munist move mem. (1 said so in my 
article,) But my point was that this 
idealism and courage has been cynically 
squandered by the Communist bosses to 
such an extent that words like 'equality’ 
arc now had jokes. 

The nearest 1 have been to a Com¬ 
munist land was peering at China over the 
border from Macao. 1 saw only hills 
which looked much the same as hills 
elsewhere* But since when has it been 
essential to know a thing at first hand in 
order to write about it? Docs each 
geographer have to know intimately 
every corner of the world before writing 
his geography book? And are 'trust¬ 
worthy' history books impossible until 
time machines are invented (touch wood 
they never will be)* And how can 
J.C.F. write about the Spanish war 
unless he was there? .And has he an 
jiuimate know'ledge of Bulgaria? If not 
why should hie" believe the Bulgarian 
Communist? Obviously J.C.F. has never 
realised that it is often possible to be 
more objective about a thing by viewing 
it in detachment from afar. 

However, the main reason I can't get 
first hand information about Communist 
countries is that the people who run them 
WONT LET ME. Or docs J*C,F. seriously 
believe that the bosses of Russia, China, 
East Germany, etc., are going to permit 
me, or anyone else, to wander at will in 
those lands* putting whatever questions 
i Lke to who I like? If 1 had so much 
as put a toe over that Red China border 
ell her their guards would have seized me 
or else the Portuguese Colonial Police 
would have (birds of a feaiher). 

l agree that the teachings of Marx 
serve a modern society better than the 
teachings of Thoreau. But this is because 
modern society is so bloody awful. 
Thoreau didn't address his teachings to 
the whole of society but to ihoughtful 
individuals {dirty word) within it 

Fmally, having slated me and anarchist 
writers in general, J,C*F, writes, ‘Has 
anarchist propaganda nothing better to 
oiler Than remote speculation etc., etc., 
etc,' Well, as J.C.F. has a ready pen 
fihtre arc more letters in FtirtitxiM by 
him than by anyone else) w'hy doesn't 
be vvnte this belter propaganda? But, 
please, let it he really anarchist and not 
riddled with hiingovcrs from Marx, l.enin, 
the Yf I or the rest of the ghastly bunch. 

M i fti/ii f-r/jf R OH IN Ni 4N. 
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LETTERS 


4 Misunderstanding 

Gentlemen* 

I arn very gruicful Dachine Rainer 
for her appreciative notice of ‘Lclt 
Handed Liberty' but J 4 m a Mule iron bled 
that she has so misiTdorprcied the mean¬ 
ing of the last act Under no cifcum- 
stanccs did 1 intend ihls (o suggest that 
'airs right with the world after aJI* and 
I am at a loss to know how this mis¬ 
understanding has occ’irred. From critics 
writing in the more conventional journals 
such comment is not surprising because 
they will not understand an anarchist 
point of view anyway: but I had hoped 
for a more sympathetic analysis from 
your contributor. The key speech m 
the scene in question % where the King 
says to his mistress (after she has told 
him that his attin^le to his royal 
authority has always been inconsistent)— 
'Exactly so. irregular, un* 

reasonable, and ihiSjHs our uniqueness. 
Not in our capaciij^For damnation or 
salvation nor yet our capacity for 
logical rationality ^ though both of 
them are glorious md both of them. 1 
fear, have distorted our nature. Indeed, 
I am inclined to think that not only are 
you unsuited to bej^a married woman 
and T to he a kin^. but that none of 
us, ever, arc suited 2o be cither.' 

He then goes on lo say that so far 
from the Great Charter providing the 
rights and liberties tli:i|havc been claimed 
for it, it has done no more than open a 
hole in the walls of the power structure 
by means of two pLir^ularly generalized 
clauses* which are susceptible to a very 
wide interpretation indeed (and which 
have in faet helped considerably in the 
historical develop of libertarian 
ideas). These dauscRseem to have got 
into the charter aimoflby accident* The 
barons and clergy Viho framed them did 
not intend them to bd used in this way— 
they had a spcci fief feudal application 
which has long since) lapsed—a reaction¬ 
ary application desh m to keep inherited 
privilege for the Llasses who already 


po'jscssed it. 

1 have taken the lihcrt\ with hwu^ry of 
suggcHUng in the pLiy that John fo^^na^^ 
this and allowed the clauses to be wntien 
loosely in order lo sinkc ai the founda¬ 
tions of traditional authority. This ii 
perhaps tmhistorical but the fact is Ihal 
John was a very i»dd character, quite 
out of his time he was a sort of anarchist 
wearing a crown. He docs; noi seem to 
have l^licved in arty thing that was re¬ 
garded as sacred by the establishment of 
his age. clencal or Iny; and the contra- 
diction between hjs personal frec-ihinkmg 
and the greed for power and money which 
denved from hts position is probably 
the reason why he got such a bad press 
from medieval chroniclers (who were 
nearly all conservative monks). He was 
a sympittheiic scoundrel. .A scoundrel 
because he enjoyed being king and was 
determined not to relinquish it; and 
sympathetic because he really kncAv better 
all the lime. 

If this did not appear in the production 
I can only imagine it was because the 
last minute pressures of rehearsals and 
rewrites and stage-management panics 
clouded my judgement (as it often does, 
even in the best rogulntcd theaircsj so 
that I could no longer see the wood for 
the trees and allowed the emphasis of the 
scene to be wrongly placed. 

But the very end of ihc play, when the 
charter is passed on by the Earl Marshal 
to the King^s young son meant no more 
than ihni the document was not (as 
might have happened) forgotten al- 
logcther. To this extent it wu.s a signifi¬ 
cant event. Radical ibcairc is not created 
by telling lies: and to pretend that nobody 
ha.s ever had any benefit from Magna 
Carta would have been a lie and an 
ignorant one at that. It is not a subject 
that lends itself to straight debunking, 
however much some of us enjoy debunk¬ 
ing history. 

But, you know', 1 wonder if Dachinc 
Rainer's misunderstanding of the play 
is entirely my fault? She seems to 
have thought that Timothy Bateson 'had 
a great time ogling the king's wife*. The 
character played by Mr. Bateson has a 
wife of his own with w'hom the king has 
been to bed. The king's wife appears 
only in one scene and it is a scene from 
which Mr* Bateson is absent. Somebody 


hwv i born watching v«ry 

AIm* while I xoi iMtmt ^ha 
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order to prutiic the lietfnftM? 
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that the Mermaid b a 
ihentte lo visii - but ihn is 
more an jitchiicstml tliftn a 
drcumstance A wxU ^d|W.d C 
and roomy bars are Diucfa mat* coadwlvir 
to enjoyment than a p r o aBc n hwi *lh0i 
with bad *iighi line\ and « Cfvinptd f«dM 
of dark foyerx. Neither PMr htoK aor 
Bernard Miles have anything Itfca inruigb 
money* but Bertiard Milc« had m. amply 
lilc 10 start with Peter Hall had 10 
take rite building he could get. Ifit Qgw 
theatre m the Barbiciui. when it pMi 
built* will have owed a lot to ite 
Mermaid dcsi|n. so don't IcFt gR too 
narky too won 

This H a vcr> long ic(t«T bat I 
w'ouldn't have wrdfrn it if I hadnY bMD 
grateful for a basically wy kind nodci 
of the play. 


Ktrhyittoiftt v(dr 


JriiiN .Aaoifft* 


London to Porton 
March 

Dear f riends. 

To supplemein your report on Porton 
in the current issue ot Fai i rKJM 1 ihoold 
like to infoim your readers that lhc» 
is to be M march from London to Pur«on 
—leaving London (probably Marble 
Arch, hut ii may be decided to march 
through a larger part of central Lcmdtmk 
on Saturday, Seplcmher 4 and arriving at 
Porton on the morning of Saturday, Sep¬ 
tember 11 (the day of the main action). 
The route will be Hounslow. Maidenhead* 
Reading. Newbury, .Andover and Porton 
If anyborty has iiccom modal ion they 
can olTcr or if anybody would like lo 
take part in .dJ or part of the mnreh or 
if local groups would like to help organise 
activity in the evening in iheir area we 
should Like to hear from ihem 

Liniiltift Cimutiittfi’ n/ luo 

13 Gflot/wm Street, 

Li^ndmt, /V 4 DuL '(4 as K* i'J*l«. 

OUT OF THIS WORLD 


Peace-makers Shouldn’t Take Sides’-Da//y Worker 


fi APPEARS that, .JjAci is* icddiiih in 
colour, IS probably jpninfiabitcd and that 
the aimosphere is about one-fiftieth as 
dcn.'ve as that on egrth and about eight 
miles deep. On other hand Viet¬ 
nam's jungles arejstiil green, stained 
with red. and are [becoming inhabited 
with 1,000 more US combat troops* but 
the atmosphere for ^ace is stiU as denw 
as ever. Mr, Davies returned without 
an olive branch, Iy clutching ai a 
leaf, Mr. .Averill Hitrriman is reponed 
to be exploring (fie Moscow under¬ 
growth and Mr. Nkrumah has been in¬ 
vited to Hanoi. Drj#Eric Williams, Prime 
Minister of Trinidad and Tobago, said 
that he did not ihink that the stumbling 
block to the C 5 |mnionwealih Peace 
Mission was Hanoi* He thought it was 
London. He said 'The next step per¬ 
haps might be that Mr. Wilson should 
send an emissary to‘London to speak to 
London about the aims and purpose of 
the mission*’ . * . 

A jojjsrr UNiiCD sT^rE*s-t anadian study 
group has recommended that Canada 
should tone down all public criticism of 
US foreign polides, except where 
Canadian interests are concerned. It is 
understood that ibisjarises Irom criticism 
by Mr, Pearson* the Canadian Premier* 
of US hombings in Vietnam. Mrs. Ver¬ 
dun Perl* former Liberal Parliamentary 
candidate returned from Hanoi on a 
facl-linding mission on hehidf of the 
Itfilish Council for Peace in Vtelnam, 
she saul* according lo the Dally Wmker 
reporter: 'If you go out to North Viet¬ 
nam iis a peacemaker, you cun'l take 
hides* [iin you?' She is, coin in tics the 
it rnG'/ reporter a .ViLe-chaimiaii of the 
f'limminec ftu Medicul Aid im Vietnam 
and lunk wiih her a box of surgical in- 
.tnuiienls fui (he ^aliivtal Liberation 
JTom m South Vieinum'. Asked w'heihcr 
‘.Ik liHUJghi 'aiding the guerillas wllh 
fHnicriur Mis. Perl replU-d. 'The (Hroplc 
td Niirrii and South Vietnam arc one 
IKople. It yoit weic attsuied and your 
[Mends and relationn in I ancushire came 
III your aid. you would be avvtully glad, 
‘voiildn'l you?' 

Mm %Jji ai sn v| |SiaJ^. sjieiikmg in BBC 
I V Putumitiui on Monday said that I 
do iiiH sluifc any misgiving about the 
dncciion ol our (US) policy.' Ii had 
iHcn ilmuglit by miny o| adniireis 
aiiiJ uppoficis lhai he would speak out 
against Ihcsidcnt lohnson's policy. Mr, 
Stevenstin said a line had to bt drawn 
between the trpmmutirst and nuii-Com- 
niUnisl systems and in Asia the line was 
in Vietnam 'You meet these problems 
wheie ihey arise,' he -Mud, ^md not to 
do so rriay lend lu greater evils.' He 


'said that duririg his few days here (it: 
London) he svould be seeing officials 
and friends. The officials, he said, 
seemed ro be less 'confused' about VicF 
nam than members of the public. On 
Wednesday afternoon Mr* Adlai Steven¬ 
son recorded an interview for the BBC 
in which he said that the poim of the 
confiici in Vietnam was to establish the 
fact that changes in Asia were not to be 
precipitated by outside force. 'This was 
the point of the Korean war* this is the 
point of the confiict in Vietnam,' he 
said. *I believe that Asia will be more 
stable in future if the outcome is the 
same in both. That is to say* a nego- 
Li[tted line beyond which one great pow'er 
will not auempt to enforce its interests 
on another, and a negotiated peace, a 
just and hcmourable peace w'hreh leaves 
the future of the people of South Viet¬ 
nam to be decided by them, and not by 
force*' Air Marshal Nguyen Cao Ky, 
Ihc South Vietnamese Premier, akked 
Mr. McNamara* the United Slates Secre¬ 
tary of Defence, for enough US infantry¬ 
men to defeai the VLetcong, and not just 
enough to contain its offensive. It is 
said that the US contemplates calling up 
reserves. On Wednesday evening Mr* 
.\dlai Stevenson dropped dead tn 
Grosvenor Square* . * * 

AttOHriJNa TO i\cwxwet>k al Ihe While 
House Fcsiival of Arts Dwight 
McDonald who had originally intended 
to boycott the festival with Robert 
LoweJI came along and circulated 'an 
Hnil .Administration petition'. A Presi¬ 
dential adviser said his conduct was the 
height of rudeness'. Mr. Charlton 
Heston, who plays Biblical roles said 
‘Why should 1 sign this lousy petition? 
He belts me in his movie reviews*' 
According to Thnv Robert Lowell was 
prcsenicd with a I from Williams 

{ ollfge lor his 'uncompromising 
llunigliis’. Henry Ri»binson Luce (Edi* 
roriiil C’luiiiman of Time Inc.) was prC' 
enItU with Ihc IJ.-D. with the citation 
Ihe history of our century could not be 
written without recognizing the imixici 
upon journalism and opinion of publica- 
lions you have fathered* which now 
reach more than tifly million readers tin 
ihis earth with every prospect of future 
cdition.s for other planets to come*' Mr. 
Allen Dniks* former director of Cenirul 
Inlclligcnce Agency* was given a LLD, 
for services unspecified or deliberately 
kept secret. , . . 

TiiKu MIN were tried in a conspiracy 
to blow up Ihc Statue of Liberty. Two 
of them claimed that the idea came from 
a man who was tin undercover detective 
who worked out the details. A previouf 
case before the Supreme Court was cited 


it> which it w.t*. iietd t}i«o 'CQqgre«i.GD3aM- 
not have intended that liv sratui^ 
to be enforced hy tempting innocent poc* 
sons into violations. Such a gross abui© 
of aushoriiy for detecting and punishing 
crime deserves the severest condemna¬ 
tions.' In another case the *SupfcrTic 
Court sard, The power of Government 
is abused and directed to an end for 
which it was not constituted when em¬ 
ploy ed to promote rather than detect 
crime and to bring about the downfall 
of those who, left to themselves, might 
well have obeyed Ihe law.' In the Statue 
of Liberty case Federal Judge William 
B. Hcflands said: ‘.A line must be drawn 
beiween the enirapmeni of the unwary 
innocent and the trap for the unwary 
criminal. Criminal activiiy is such that 
someiime.s stealth and strategy arc ncce.v- 
sary methods of law enforcement. If 
the prosecution has HUisficd you that ihe 
defendants were awaiting a favourable 
opportunity to commit the offences^ you 
may find that t Detective) Wood has not 
seduced innocent persons but has only 
provided the mcan.s for the defendanis to 
realize their own existing purposes,' The 
jury brought in a verdict of 'guilty'. The 
defendants were sentenced to ten years' 
imprisonment, . . . 

Mk. HAROLD WILSON announced that the 
Brilliih government is to appoint a 'super- 
siilesnian’ for arms. The French Atomic 
Energy Commission announced that 
Fnmcc has started manufacturing a new 
and improved atomic bomb. The bomK 
which has a nuckar explosive device 
considerably superior to iis predecessor, 
is destined for France's nuclear strike 
force of Mirage IV supersonic 
bombers, , , . 

Jlh\ Jhiii WAS Ihc Iwcntkih anniversary 
of the first aiomie explosion in history, 
.An NBC documentary records Robert 
OppenUeimer, who was in charge of the 
opera I ions at Los Alamos, as saying 'Wo 
knew the u^orld would not be the same 
(after ihe c.x plosion)* Few people 
laughed, few' people cried. Most people 
were silent. I remember the line from 
the Hindu scripture, the ltut:hm*ad Giiut 
Vishnu is trying to persuade the Prince 
ihiii he should do his duty and to im¬ 
press him takes on his multi-armed form 
and says* “Now 1 am become death, 
destroyer of worlds." I suppose wc all 
thought that, one way or the other/ 
Kenneth Bain bridge who was in change 
of the Trinity test and the complex 
system of switches, continued, 'And then 
the feeling, 1 think, which was growi^ 
in everyone at rbai rirqc when I shi 
hands with Oppenheimer I said “Now 
we are all sons of bitches".' 

i;>N Ql 1 ;arc. 














Low paid workers | 


fight bock 


lynjNICIPAL BUS EMPLOYERS 
have issued a warning to cor¬ 
porations expressing concern about 
the payment of wages above the 
nationally negotiated rate in an 
attempt to attract labour. The 
Federation of Municipal Passenger 
Transport Employers mel in London 
on July 15. They passed a motion 
deploring bonus scheme or devia¬ 
tions w'hich make the national rates 
of pay and conditions virtually non¬ 
existent. The difficulty they face is 
art acute labour shortage in towns 
like Leeds. Bolton and Nottingham 
w^here, if one concedes an increase, 
it starts things moving in other 
towns. 

Leeds busmen are prepared to 
6ght for a bonus parent and with- 
in a short space of time could be 


Contact Column 

Back to the Soil? Would ariyoTie like a 
fortnight (August on a farm, 

in return for a few liours help in the 
house? Anne Albon. The Stable, 
Glynlcigh Farm. Pevensey. Sussex, 

Hitch-Hikmg. Clare Albon wanis hitch¬ 
hiking compamon (w^hom she kaow-s) 
to go to French camp. Wants to 
smn on July 29 or 30, Contact at 
The Stable, Glyuleigh Farm, Peven- 
sey. Sussex, 

New Zealand Federation of Anarchists. 
First Annua] Congress. December 
to Januarv 6- EnouSrics Box 
5455. Auckland Cl, NZ. ' 

Canadian Camp. Ubertarian Summer 
' C^Sinp to be held on the week-end of 
August 20 at Doug 'Worthington's. 
Church Road. Sooke BC. Canada, 
lofomial discussion groups, etc. 
Activities to be decided on by the 
participants. 

French Camp Travel. Anyone going to 
Anarchist SumTcerr Camp. France in 
August with a spare seat? Share 
expenses. Frances Edwards, cfo 
MarIow\ Manor Farm. Woodcaton. 
Oxon. 

AecotmnodntiQn Wanted- Young man, 
ex-freedom-sohool pupil would like 
bedsitter w-ith cooking fadlitics or 
full board, or share flat with one or 
two others. South London area, 
before end of July. Please phone: 
STRcalham 60S5, 

Binnifighaiu Gronp to Libertarian Camp. 
We propose renting a Minibus to the 
Summer Camp, estimated cost £20 a 
head (eight people), plus food and 
personal expenses. Anyone interes¬ 
ted reply as soon as possible (also 
stale age. sex. driving Itoence—clean 
preferred), Mnsi pay before leaving. 
May rent two buses. Either middle 
weeks or last two weeks of August. 
Peter Neville, 32 South Grove, 
Erdingtoo. Birmingham 23, 

\letiiam Posters. ^Who l>oSc,^ in Viet¬ 
nam—Always the Pcople^ 4d. each. 
30/- per 100, Orders to Freedom 
Press, 

Help Needed. To sell anarchist literature 
outside Bromley library. From 
11.30 a,m, every Saturday momtng. 

Room Wanted—Loi>don. Shift worker 
would like room with mod, cops. 
South, or West Kensington. Box ] 3. 

Ftfteen^Year^W Comrade from Paris 
wants to stay with family (including 
someone of similar age) for the 
month cf August, W'ritc Box 12, 

teiwter AceonTmodation. Unfurnished 
cheap weather-proof accontmoda- 
tion wanted b>' mature (7) student 
wife and two children. Any pro¬ 
posals (shaTing, etc.) considered. 
Kike Radford* 90 Westfield. Harlow, 
Essex. 

LJLG. Two, Bam ! Studio / Ba.semenl 
wanted to house meeting place, 
library, etc. for LAG It. Sugges¬ 
tions. ideas, details and details of 
rent required to J. Rety. 10 Gilbert 
Place* W.C.L 

Londoo Aecommodat^o. Couple and 
son (two years) seek 2^3 unfurnished 
rooms. North London. Box 8. 

IT you wish to nuilte ccmfMt let os know. 


jomed by many. For too long have 
busmen in general, and provincial 
busmen in particular, have had to 
be satisfied with peanuts. The times 
are over when a job as a local bus- 
raaTi car be called well paid and 
secure. Now is the time to make 
their stand, all transport workers 
together or. rf that is too utopian, 
at least all busmen together. 

MINISTRY OF LABOUR 
USE SCA^B LABOUTl 

ASSET, rn support of a pay claim, 
has withdrawn its labour from, 
all establishments throughout the 
countr\^ where International (Com¬ 
puters and Tabulators computers 
are maintained, ASSET claim that 
one of the four men on strike at the 
Ministry has since returned. A 
breakdown in talks called to end 
the wages dispute for field engineers 
employed by IC Sl T has led to an 
extension of the dispute, Clive Jen¬ 
kins. general secretary of ASSET, 
stated that some sections of this 
management arc bitterly anti-trade 
union. The wage demand is for a 
20^. pay increase and an end to the 
two kinds of overtime under which 
they only get paid for extra hours 
put in on behalf of customers. The 
engineers claim they get no pay for 
overtime worked for the manage¬ 
ment, IC & T have offered 13-V//, 
plus another 4% at the manage¬ 
ment's discretion. Obviously, the 
4% is for the blue-eyed boys and 
the boot-llckers. No union worth 
its salt could stand for that chi- 
cancry. 

STAY SICK OR FAY 

Tutors believe they are entitled 
to more pay. I don't doubt that 
they are. a GP's job is a 24-hour 
effort. But surely the answer to the 
problem is not to make the patients 
pay but the parasites on the phar¬ 
maceutical side. These monkeys 
make a bomb out of patent medi¬ 
cines and if you look verv closely 


many are duplicated. They com¬ 
pete against each other in advertis¬ 
ing, This is where the money is to 
be found for the GPs who do the 
graft, not out of the pockets of the 
patients, 

NXMBER please: 
npwo THOUSAND men tele¬ 
phonists on night switchboards 
in the London area^ have threatened 
a strike from Monday, July 19. on¬ 
wards. They plan a two-hour stop¬ 
page from 10 p.m. till midnight for 
a week. The strike is over the re¬ 
jection of a claim for a £I a week 
rise in the London area. The Post¬ 
master-General has stated that a 
national three-year agreement was 
signed by the’ National Guild of 
Telephonists last year and the £1 
increase was not provided for. 

One can truthfully say that a post 
office telephonists job (men and 
women) is a nerve racking affair, 
where nerves are stretched to break¬ 
ing point But as usual, in Govern- 
ment departments, they expect the 
job to be done for nothing. If the 
three-year agreement was not tied 
up with the cost of living, we can 
rest assured that any increase the 
telephonists obtained would be well 
and truly swallowed up by the rising 
cost of living 

CLERICAL WORKERS 

TO DOWN FENS 

r lS INTERESTING and heturtening 
Ic note that clerical workers have 
had a gutfull at being at the bottom of 
the wage scale. The National Assoda- 
tion of Clcricat and Supe p.nsory StaSs 
have decided to call a one-day strike 
over a pay dispute. They are callmg 
for support from other white collar 
unions with members employed by local 
authorities. The Association is part of 
the T & GWL', Their derision follows 
a rejection by the management side of 
the Joint Councillor an aTuendment of 
the present^ thny-ycar |?a>:.^agreemcm to 
perhut a^ii5cx^ke^ 

Long range agreements in this day and 
age prove to be sutcidal. You receive 
an increase in one week, and the next 
wGsk tX is swallowed up. The escape 
clause in these agreements which allows 
workers to come back for a wage in¬ 
crease before the agreement expires is 
so small that it means a fight all the way. 

Bill Chrtstophhh. 


For Workers’Control 
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Propngaling 

Anarchism 


^KERO seems to be a ceTtain amount 
^ of reaction agairtst the working class 
by some comrades and some criticism, 
some of which has been published, has 
been directed against the back page of 
FxaiDarK. Most of this criiicism seems 
to coimc from those who have found 
themselves a nice little niche, and good 
luck to them, and have only themselves 
to support. They may be all right, but 
they often forget that there arc others 
who have wives and children to support 
and to whom the 'scramble’ for higher 
wages means a great deal. To some, 
this may appear undignified, but to the 
man who has to pay a high rent or has 
to meet mortgage repayments on his 
bouse, a pay rise can make all the 
dilfcrcjicc, 

1 am afraid that some comrades live 
in an airy-fairy w'orld where their eco¬ 
nomic problems are easily solved. It is 
easy to condemn overtime working, but 
w'hat about the chap who has been kicking 
around in a furnished Hat for years, 
waiting for his uim to come up on the 
council housing list Is he to be sneered 
at when be decides to take out a mortgage 
to get a decent home for his w-ife and 
kids? Kc win prolraWy have to "'work 
overtime to pay for it alU but good luck 
to him for it is worth it, 

A MARXIST HANGO^TR 

Why is so much propaganda angled 
at the workers? Let's face it. they grow 
the food, produce the goods and man 
the transport system. They form a high 
proportion of the population and svheu 
a section of them refuse to carry on 


... and we will still start at 8... 


I WROTE TWO weeks ago about the 
dispute over starting times Pn the 
Electricity Board. The Board gave us 
one lime, and the shop stewards another. 
We and all the other areas involved have 
been slicking to the limes set by our 
representatives (that is an 8 a.m. start 
instead of 8,30 a.m.) but since then some 
changes have occurred. 

When J went to the Union branch 
n^cling on Monday, July 12. I found 
exactly 11 people there. The fact that 
a branch meeting has only 11 people 
there when there is a dispute on. shows 
that somcihing is very, very wrong with 
the Electrical Trades Union. We were 
informed there that the Board‘s repre¬ 
sentatives had refused to discuss the 
issue (though a special meeting had been 
called with this as the only item on the 
agenda) with our representatives who 
had walked out. Arguments started as 
to whether they should have walked out 
or registered a Tailed to agree', but it 
was all rather pointless since there were 
six hundred members in that particular 
braneb and all the shop stewards weren't 
there, leave alone the men themselves. 
On Thursday, 15. however, came the 
new,s that there was to be a meeting at 
5,30 p.m. The meeting opened and our 
steward told us he had had instructions 
from the area ofliciiil that wc should 
start work at 8,30 a,m. as the Board 
ordered, pending negotiations. The stand 
against the Board seems to be gollap»sing 


ffefpjis^ double our 
circulation in 1965 ! 


throughout the area. Other depots tiad 
decided to obey the union (under protest), 
though at one depot the men were 
protcsimg by not paying union dues, as 
well as starting at S. Wc heard also 
(off the cuff) that any negotiations would 
end with the same result as last lime. 
So what is the point of changing our 
minds, awaiting negotiations if we already 
know that wc will not be listened to? 

A CHANGE OF HEART 
Three votes weit taken at a quite well 
attended meeting at work on Thursday 
evening (the correct place for union 
business). At the first, only five voted 
to disobey union and management: this 
five however managed to talk the others 
round and it was decided that we will 
still start at eight and finish at five. In 
Birmingham there arc people on strike 
over this issue, U is really over whether 
we have our lime off when we want it 
or w'hcn they wani to give it to us. We 
want the time off at night when wc can 
use ii and not in the morning. Added 
to that, on our job in panicular we 
would certainly get betior results as 
regards productivity by starting at eighl. 
In fact it's really a struggle over job 
control. Its also becoming a struggle 
over wh« controls the union; the men in 
it, or the executive. The thing that 
seemed to get everyone's back up was 
that ^vc were bcinc told to do things by 
managentent and union. As it was pointed 
out by one who shall be nameless: we pay 
the executive, we elect them to do our 
bidding, not to give us orders. It seems 
that the whole idea of unionisin has 
been turned upside down and needed 
turning back again. Apparerilly in the 
ETU (since the event of the new' anii- 
totalitarian leadership) c.xecutivc gives 
ordei^ to the area who gives 

them to the shop steward (whether he 
likes it or not) who is supposed to give 


them to us, VW; just pay for the privilege 
of being told w'hat to do by management 
and union, though w-e are supposed to 
be the union. The withholding of dues 
was touched upon as a spur to action, 
but w'e 11 see about that at a later date. 

On the night of Friday, 16, three 
readers appeared at the depot at 4.45 
(the others were working overtime) to 
find that 10 extra readings had been 
put on. This we w-cre told was just a 
little extra 'after ail we had agreed 
through our union to produce more'. The 
result—a ban on Sattirady working by 
these three. There was a great deal of 
argument about it but the men would 
not change their minds. 

We are shortly to have a larger meeting 
at w'hich we hope to get the area official 
along. Till then, however, we must stand 
firm and watt and see. Time has been 
stopped as threatened but only on over¬ 
time starting before 5.30 at nigbL Time 
sheets of men not working overtime have 
not been touched. 

E.E.B,. Meter Reader. 


doing their job, we soon know- about it. 
Perhaps our critics do not come up 
against authority very often, but the 
average worker does and on the whole* 
he does not like it very much. He is 
not in outright rebellion against this 
authority as we all know' and tt is a 
mistake to think that just because he Is 
a wage earner, he should be a ncvolution- 
ar>'. This idea might stem from Marx, 
but 1 assure you that the two main con¬ 
tributors to the back page do not suffer 
from this illusion. In fact those who 
criticise are generally those who use the 
workers as a scapegoat for the fact 
that there arc not any revolutions and 
blame them for this. In so doing, they 
are not considering the worker as an 
individual, but as part of a moss. Here 
again is a Marxist hangover, 

NOT always AT WORK 

As wa,s reponed in Freedom the other 
week, most of the industrial disputes that 
occurred during last year were not over 
a question of wages, but were concerned 
with job control. jNow this, it seems to 
me. LS an impormat point, (or it Is the 
control of our own lives which is the aim 
of each one of us and if workcra can 
gain some advance in this direction, then 
it is a good thing. 

But of course it docs not end here. 
The worker does not spend all his life 
at svork. although one would think so 
from some "left' publications.. He comes 
up against the ^me capitalist motives in 
the question of housing, getting a place 
for his kids to play on the estate and 
as at work, an organisations is built up 
to defend his interests at home. 

As wage earners, workers suffer the 
indignities and insecurities as much as 
anyone else, but those who perform the 
essential jobs that keep our society going 
are often subjected to further pressures. 
Their employers are only interested in 
them insofar as they can get more from 
them. Every worker knows this, or 
should do, but the majority do not realise 
that those who employ him play an 
inessential part in production, 

} feel that any movement that propa¬ 
gates revolution must also prepare for 
the day following that event, for as this 
process is taking place, society must still 
be able to cany on. We stiU have to 
eat, we still need fuel, and w'e still need 
transportation for these. This is w-hy wc 
should address ourselves to workers. By 
helpful ooroments and taking part as 
individuals involved in their present day 
struggles, pointing out the full implication 
of such action, we can a^ist workers to 
win their disputes. In this way we can 
hope to gain their sympathy and change 
their outlook on life to an anarchistic 
one. 

Workers today may not want fbe 
responsibility of the running of their own 
industries* but it is our job as onarchisc 
propagandists to get people to be respons¬ 
ible. not only at work^ but in aU spheres 
of life. 

FT, 


mUSTRIAL PBAC£ NEWS ? 


LETTER 


Dear Editors. 

Pal Arrows mi th, who was appointed 
to the newly-created role of reporter and 
feature writer on Peace Newj on May 5. 
was dismis,sed from the post on ,Tuly 7. 
The editor told her that her reporting 
was unsatisfactory hnd he did not feel 
she could fit into the editorial team, 

Pat felt that she had been unfairly 
treated* ns she had been taken on vrith^ 
out being told she was on three months'' 
probation, and she was given scarcely 
any opportunity to discuss the work she 
was doing and to tty, to reclify any 
foultJi the editor my hate thought were 
;;appea riti g. * was: dis^isa^^ ^aftor, ttp- 


monlhs. 

Pat appealed to Hie Peace I^ews^ Board 
for a re-assessment of her work and a 
reconsideration of her dismissal. Th^ 
disposed of the matter in half an hour* 
endorsing the editor's decision without 
discussing her work at all. The NUJ 
tried to get Pat re-instated without 
success. 

Many readers have coroinented favour¬ 
ably on Pat's work. Many people in the 
peace movement are very concerted at 
Pat's treatment from the paper and a 
epmmirtee has been formed to considor 
w^t further aciion might ho taken ttx. 
•secure, h^ re-instetement 


















